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Summary

The deserted settlement of High Morlaggan consists of at least four structures surrounded by a series
of enclosures. The settlememtesgps to have been abandoned by the early 20th .cévéprand
documentary evidence suggests that the sitecaagiedas early athe 16th century. The
excavationshed light on the later stages of thé&ditistory and of those who lived there, while

giving us tantalising glimpses of earlier phases of occupation. The excavation concentrated on two
structures within the settlement, these assumed to be byre buildings, with people occupying one side
of the structure and animals the oth@ne buildingStructure 2) appears to indicate this division,

with a floor and possible heagtone end of the divided structure. The function of the second
building (Structure 3) is less clear and more work needs to done to estafilighdReavation has
alsoshown that theskuildings were much altered in the later period, with extensive robbing and
internal modification. The relative wealth of artefadisat appea@d to derive from the later
occupation of the siteomewhat flies in the face of the perdeivege of highlanddiving in dire
circumstanceand relative poverty. Study of the cultural artefacts and comparative analysis may go
someway tocorrectinghis genetly accepted and perhagssoneousiew

Structures 2 prior to Exation
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1. Introduction
1.1TheProject Circumstances

This Data Structure Report (D3R been prepared by Kilmartin HouseeMmwith respect to
thearch&ological excavation undertaliethedesertd settlement & of High Morlaggan, Arrochar
Parish Argyll The aims of the project are more fully outlined within the Project Design (Regan
2009). Permission to carry out asey and exvation of the site hagen graed bylLuss Estate

(the current owngr Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park AuthamidyScottish
Natural Heritagundedthe project

1.2TheHigh MorlaggaRroject Shadow PeopeOu r Co mrHaritaget y 6 s

The excavatiois part of a programme of researthventghat seeks to enhance the understanding

and promotion of archaeology in the arBlae aims of the High Morlagg&rojectare more fully

outlined in the Project Design and Desk Bassés8sent (Regan 2008he excavation was also

an opportunity for the local community to get involved in the archaeological fEngagindghe

public willr ai se awareness and buil d aandhspry.toeati ati on
societig, such as thérrochar, Tarlteand ArdluiHeritage Groupthe primary chool the Scout

groupand the broader public will be able to engabgeheit own historythrough participating in

the proecunder the auspices of kndemeervhéeramwold wililleee Mus e u
linked to existing education programmés$ie excavation also affordedportunities forlocal

volunteers to get inlved in excavatioand posexcavation worktie later includingfinds

processing). The project will beganted through an interpretative exhibition, w¥iithe held at

the newThree Villages Community Hallle forcompleton early in 2010The project wilprovide

updated reports on Ki | mUltmatéelythe tesulis ©fehe March il md s web
be published either as a monograph or within a relevant journal




Ardnamurchan

I v Amochar

9,
M g /
2 origgga
Col y Kilmarti

Locligfighead
. Cowal

Oransay
pER

Port askaig

d rossan

Irish Sea

Ca pbeltown

Figure 1: Argyll

2.Site Background

2.1Location and Topography

The settlemerdf High Morlaggafcentred\NN 277301630QFigures 1 & R lies withirthe Parish

of Arrochar, Argyll The settlement is one sédveralstrung along the eastern side of Loch Long
south of Arrochar villageThe underlying geology consists of banded efidloiite schist
covered by peat and clzgsed sts. The siteis located on an elevated terrace of aseries of
terraces lying between stegggdo the east and théares of LochLongto the west. The main
groundcover is thick bracken with underling grassesiasg{the former almodgotally obscuring
the site in the summer monthdylore establisldeundergrowthof trees and scrulincluding
rowan, hawthorn and birdleswithin and around some ofkthuildings
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Figure 2: Location of High Morlaggan

2.2 Archaeological and Historical Bemknd

A field surveyincluding a photographic record of #ite was undertaken lojgembers othe

High Morlaggan Projeendthe results of this with additions from the current excavaite
reproduced in Appendicdsand 5 Four or fve potential suictures wre identifiedall in a
ruinousstate of preservatidirigure § The structures would appear to represent both byres
ard domestic buildingslt was postulated thatr@ctures2 and3 being the longest buildings
may repreent the main domesstructures, possibly byre building®cumentary evidence
suggestthe sitedates back to at least the eatlyGéntury when it is mentioned in a document
relating to a land disputé 1614. This and the broader history of the settlewenetfully
outlinedin the Project Desigikegan 2009)
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3 Excavation Results

The excavation took place over two weeks in Novembea20@8e sitearle used was MOR 09.

The weather conditions merit some mention as the dig edindgith one of the wettest recorded

spells in Argyll, basically it rained every day (sometimes all day). This somewhat hampered the on
site excavation process so it is remarkable, and a testament to the keenness of the volunteers, that we
managed to exaae as much as we dill.photographicecad of the excavatiowas undertaken

and a list of the photographs appears in Appendi £DM survey was conducted on the main
structures and enclosures and the results have been incorporated into Figure 3.

The main excavation concentrated on two areas, Trenches 1 and 2, respectively based around
Structures 2 and 3 Topsoil was also investigated in two other areas which formed the basis of the
young archaeologist trenches, these numbered Trenches 3 and 4

Trench 1, Structure 2.

Structure 2vas a rectangular E/W oriatetd building identified during previous survey \(sa&

Appendix 5 below)The walls [025], [028], [029] and [Q382]respectively formed the E, S and

W sides of the buildin@-he building was divided into two rooms by a partition wal(fogadie 4)

The Eroom measures.8m by 4.4rinternally and appeared to have a doorway in its SE corner (this
now blocked). Another door is likely tovéna@xisted in the N wall but due to later robbing its
original dimensions could not now be identified with confidence. The presence of two alcoves, [026]
and [027], set within the E gable end of the room also suggests this end of the structure was the
principal occupied space in the building. If so it is possible that the larger(Weasuming 7m by

4.5m internallyvas a byre. This however still awaits confirmasiaghe floor vthin the building

was only reveal&dthin a small sondage to the SEhefroom (see below).

Only a small part of the original occupation surfaces of the structure were exposed during the
excavation. Whin the E room a floor levelas partially revea)éllis consisting of flagstones [033]

and mixed gravel @welay [034].The flags formed a rough rectangular setting amodigtitithere

was no obvious traad burning, for example reddening of the upper surface, it is likely they
provided the basis for the hearth.
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This surface relatesttze last use of the building as a dwelling, and shows signs of disturbance and
repair, so it is possible earlier phases floor will be revealedWilomwthe W room possible floor
surfaces were exposed within the entrancewayithaimd a small sondage the & of the room
indicating a possible much disaghupper surface. The exposwerever was too limited to be

sure whether this horizon represented a floor itself or deposits lying directly abovE&aatHed\.

of the structure, a well builttesnal cobbled surface was also partially exposed, the wear on the
upper stone surface suggesting long use.

The building would then appear to have gone out of use, the stones from its walls being partially
robbed especially along the longer sides amdHednternal partition wall, these appearing much
reduced from what would haween their original heighthe building was then modifieith the

addition of a small rectangular structure [032] within the original SE corner, the doorway at the SE
probaly blocked at this time. This building is shown with a sloping thatched #aod8901900

postcard, although wihmaterialwasused in the thatds not clear. It is not yet known what this
structure was used for, although a small storehouse or garinexe likely possibilitiet.ater

additions (after the original building had gone out of use) were a row of copping stones [036] to add
height tathe (now reduced) dividing wall [031] and large boulders placed along the original N wall of
the W roomith the same effect of raising its height. Why the walls needed to be raised is not clear,
although the area now appears to have been utilised as a midden, given the amount of artefacts
recovered from deposits [022] and [@BBfe midden spredilbng thisroom/space. The artefacts

included pottery, tools, glass vessels and leather objects (old shoes in particular) and these are likely
to have come from the inhabitants of Structure 1 at the S, this likely the last occupied building within
the settlemdn Eventually the settlemeamsentirely abandoned and the gable ends of the structure

and the small rectangular structueecleft to decline, the rubble from this later collapse/demolition
recorded as [004] at the E and [003] at the W ends of dliregbuil

The building would appear to have gone out of use after 1860 wasshibwn as roofed on the
Ordnance Survey map and before 1880, when ivasphotographed in its ruined but modified

state. The gable ends of the building would appearmhast ood unt i | the 195060s

structurewvasagain photographed, this showing the gable ends standing.







