THE HIGH MORLAGGAN PROJECT
The History and Excavation of a
Deserted Highland Settlement
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1. Introduction
1.1 The Project Circumstances
This publication has been prepared by Kilmartin House Museum for the High Morlaggan Project, its
aim to collate all the information from historical study and a programme of survey and excavation on
the deserted settlement of High Morlaggan. The aims of the project are more fully outlined within
the Project Design (Regan 2009) and a technical report of the excavation appears in the Data
Structure Report (Regan 2010). Permission to carry out the survey and excavation of the site was
granted by Luss Estates (the current owner). Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park
Authority and Scottish Natural Heritage funded the project.
1.2 The High Morlaggan Project: Shadow People – Our Community‟s Heritage
The High Morlaggan Project is a programme of research and events, that seeks to enhance the
understanding and promotion of archaeology in the area. The archaeological excavation in particular
was also an opportunity for the local community to get involved in the archaeological process.
Engaging the public will raise awareness and build an appreciation of the area‟s archaeology and
history. Local societies, such as the Arrochar, Tarbet and Ardlui Heritage Group, the primary
school, the Scout group and the broader public will be able to engage with their own history, through
participating in the project under the auspices of Kilmartin House Museum‟s education service,
where work will be linked to existing education programmes. The Project also afforded
opportunities for local volunteers to get involved in excavation and post-excavation work (the latter
including finds processing). The project will be presented through an interpretative exhibition, which
will be held at the new Three Villages Community Hall, due for completion early in 2010. The
project will provide updated reports on Kilmartin House Museum‟s web site. Ultimately, the results
of the research will be published either as a monograph or within a relevant journal.
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2. Location and Topography
The settlement of High Morlaggan (centred NN 27730 01630, Figures 1 & 2), lies within the Parish
of Arrochar, Argyll. The settlement is one of several, strung along the eastern side of Loch Long,
south of Arrochar village. The underlying geology consists of banded epidote-chlorite schist covered
by peat and clay-based soils. The site is located on an elevated terrace, one of a series of terraces lying
between steep crags to the east and the shores of Loch Long to the west. The main ground cover is
thick bracken with underling grasses and moss (the former almost totally obscuring the site in the
summer months). More established undergrowth of trees and scrub, including rowan, hawthorn and
birch, lies within and around some of the buildings.
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Figure 2: Location of High Morlaggan

3. Historical and Archaeological Evidence
Documentary evidence suggests the site dates back to at least the early 16th Century when it is
mentioned in a document relating to a land dispute of 1514. This and the broader history gleaned
from research by the High Morlaggan Project are outlined in Section 3.1. A field survey, including a
photographic record of the site, was undertaken by members of the High Morlaggan Project and the
results of this with additions from the current excavation are reproduced in Section 3.2 with the
excavation results outlined in Section 3.3.
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3.1. The History of High Morlaggan
The settlement of Morlaggan appears in various historical documents, the earliest dealing mainly
with the transfer of the property between various individuals and estates with little reference to
those who actually lived there. References to the actual inhabitants of the settlement become
more commonplace in the more recent documentation. The settlement, as with other nearby
settlements, is subject to various spellings in the various documents and maps and a list of these
appears in Table 1 below.
1514-1542 The earliest mention of the site appears on a transcript dated 1542 but relates to a
dispute over land dating from 1514, whereby Dugal McCoull renounced all rights in favour of
John McFarlane of Arrochar to the lands of „Murlagan‟ and „Culloch-pirrie?‟ the latter possibly
(Tullich). The John McFarlane of Arrochar, son of Andrew MacFarlane, named in the
document was MacFarlane clan chief from 1493? until he was killed at Flodden in 1513. The
dispute may have arisen after his death.

Figure 3: Part of the Wadsett of 1542
The lands of „Murlagan‟ (valued at 20/-) along with other lands of the MacFarlane‟s Arrochar
estate then appear to have been settled as life rent on the spouses of the elder sons of the
MacFarlane chiefs.
1586 to Susanna Buchquhenan (Buchannan) on marriage to John McFarlane (eldest son of
Andrew MacFarlane 14th chief 1612-1624)
1616 to Margaret Sempill on marriage to Walter McFarlane (eldest son of John MacFarlane 15th
chief 1624-1664)
1659 to Anna Campbell on marriage to John McFarlane (eldest son of Walter MacFarlane 16th
chief 1664-1679)
1706-1708 There is mention of a tenant Robert McFarlane at „Murlagan‟ who, in 1708, paid a
(yearly?) rental of 1 wadder and 1 boll of seed corn.
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1777 The Duke of Argyll finances the construction of the road down Loch Long between „Tenne
Claugh‟ (Arrochar) and „Rosneath‟.
1782 Andrew Munro was born at Murlagan April 6th 1782. He married Nancy Agnes McFarlane in
1816 at Portincaple (‘The Horse Ferry’), Nancy McFarlane was also born at Murlagan in 1795.
1784 By this time, the MacFarlanes of Arrochar were in dire debt, leading to the lands at
Arrochar including „Muirlagan‟ being sold for £28,000 to one Ferguson of Raith.
1807 The Duke of Argyll's road down Loch Long was turnpiked by a Local (Dumbarton County)
Act and a toll was put in place at Morlaggan, this toll lasting until 1829.
1814 At least 4 tenants at „Murlagan‟:
Dougal McFarlane £6. 1 cow and calf. Sheep.
Robert Campbell £6. 1 cow and calf.
Peter McFarlane £9. Two cows.
Duncan McFarlane £9. Two cows.
1815 ‘Tynalarach and Murlagan‟ has pasture for 600 sheep. With „Tullich, Colliechoran,
Tynalarich and Murlaggan‟ 1200 black cattle 12 cows 17 calves 1 horse 1 mare. Rented by Don
(ald) MacKellar at £350 to Mr Wallace.
1816 „Muirlagan Farm and Tynalarach‟ described in general remarks on the Arrochar Estate as
„steep, rugged, inaccessible and covered with wood, of no great value‟.
1821 The lands of Arrochar were again sold, this time by Ferguson of Raith to Sir James
Colquhoun of Luss for £78,000.
1836 „Murlagan‟ valued at £165 16s 4 9/14d.
1838 William and Henry Paterson feu an acre of land at „Murlagan‟ from Sir James Colquhuon of
Luss, most likely in order to build a house.
1841 Census
‘High Morlaggan’?

1) Mary MacIntyre 55 (widow) wife of Duncan MacIntyre (born Arrochar 1785 died 1832) with
sons Archibald 25 (quarryman) and Peter 12
2) Peter MacFarlane 55 (spirit dealer) with Violet (20) and Janet Lewis (7)
3) Robert Campbell 63 (labourer), wife Margaret 50, with son Peter 15 and daughters Effie 11
and Janet 8.
4) Catherine McCallum 40 (of independent means) and son? Peter 13
„Morlaggan‟?
William Paterson 35 (pattern designer) with brother Henry 30 (pattern designer) and sister Mary
1848 The property of Morlaggan owned by William and Henry Patterson mortgaged to a William
Henderson for £300 (possibly to build more houses by the Lochside?). Hugh Cameron is also
licensed to sell drink at High Morlaggan
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1851 Census
„High Morlaggan‟ ?
1) Mary MacIntyre 70 (pauper) with son Archibald 35 (dykebuilder), daughter Janet 37 (house
servant), grandson Daniel Carmichael 15 (scholar) and a visitor, Archibald Stalker 28 (tailor)
2) Mary Campbell 39 (housekeeper)
3) John McPhail 55 (ploughman) with wife Agnes 48, daughters Mary 21 (servant at home) and
Elizabeth 13 (scholar), sons John 15 and Archibald 10 (scholar)
4) George McFarlane 77 (pauper woodcutter) with step-daughter Catherine 65 (housekeeper)
and niece Catherine Gillies 39 (washerwoman)
„Morlaggan‟
William Paterson 48 (shawl pattern designer) with brother Henry 44 (shawl pattern designer),
sister Mary 40 (housekeeper), nephew James 28 (shawl pattern designer) and James‟ wife Ann 28.
„Ferry House‟
Hugh Cameron 30 (agricultural labourer) with wife Catherine 26, son William 1 mnth and
daughter Mary 2.
1855 William and Henry Paterson‟s mortgage (see 1848 above) transferred to the City of
Glasgow Bank.
1860 Ordnance Survey Name book.

Figure 4: Name Book Entry for High Morlaggan
The spelling of „High Morlaggan‟ is set on the authority of Dr (John) MacFarlane (minister),
William Patterson (the shawl pattern designer named in the 1851 census) Donald McKellar of
Tullich and Mr Martin (estate factor). The site is described as „formerly a farmhouse, but now included
in the farm of „Tullich‟ and occupied by a shepherd, it stands on a rising ground beneath a range of overhanging
crags, and is surrounded by large loose rocks‟.
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„Morlaggan‟, which is listed next in the Name Book, is described as „A name given to two houses and
a superior cottage on the side of Loch Long, the cottage is occupied by W. & H. Paterson proprietors, the other
houses by fisherman.‟
1861 Census
„High Morlaggan‟
1) Archibald MacIntyre with wife Margaret, daughters Janet 7 and Mary 9 mnth, son John 3
2) William Morrison 75 (retired manufacturer) with wife Elizabeth 73
3) Mary MacIntyre 38 (domestic service) with aunt Isabella 63
4) Christina Campbell 76 with daughter Catherine 42 and grandson Duncan McColl
5) Donald Campbell 38 (agricultural labourer) with wife Margaret 38, step-daughter Mary
McPhail 13 and sons Robert 3 and Peter 1
6) John Douglas 41 (shepherd) with wife Christina 49, daughters Christina 17 and Catherine 13
(Scholar), son James 15 and boarder James Corbett 19 (shepherd)
„Morlaggan‟
William Paterson 58 (retired pattern designer) with brother Henry 54 (retired pattern designer)
and sister Mary 50.
„Ferry House‟
Hugh Cameron 38 (fisherman) with wife Catherine 36, sons William 10 (scholar) and Angus 5
and daughters Mary 12 (scholar) and Jane 3.
1862 'Murligan' marked on Black's map
1871 Census
„High Morlaggan‟
1) Archibald MacIntyre 57 (mason) with wife Margaret 45, daughters Janet 15 (scholar), Mary 10
(scholar) and Catherine 6 (scholar), sons John 12 (scholar) and Archibald 6

3) Donald Campbell 48 (agricultural labourer) with wife Margaret 48, sons Robert 13 (scholar),
Peter 11 (scholar), Duncan 9 (scholar) and John 5
4) MacKellar 66 (shepherd) with daughter Margaret 26
„Morlaggan‟
William Paterson (retired pattern designer) and sister Mary 63.
„Ferry House‟
Hugh Cameron 51 (fisherman) with wife Catherine 47, sons William 20 (fisherman) and Angus
15 (fisherman‟s assistant), John (scholar) and Hugh 4 and daughters Jane 13 (scholar)
1875 Joseph Noel Paton visits „Upper Morelaggan‟ and writes in his diary:
„Walked down loch with M. and found ourselves at Upper Morelaggan – a tiny clachan hid amongst mighty
fallen rocks halfway up hill. Had noted the blue smoke rising from it early one morning when crossing loch to
bathe end of July. People so courteous and kind – gave us drink of wondrous milk warm from the cow. Most
primeval spot I have ever seen. Must go again.‟
1876 Waller Hugh Paton, brother of Joseph Noel Paton above, paints 'Upper Morelaggan'
1881 Census
„High Morlaggan Cottage‟
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1) Archibald MacIntyre 66 (mason) with wife Margaret 56, son Archibald 14 (scholar) and Margaret 9
(scholar)

2) Mary MacIntyre 6? (servant)
„Ferry House‟
Hugh Cameron 60 (fisherman) with wife Catherine 57, sons William 30 (fisherman), John 19
(fisherman) and Hugh 16 (fisherman).
Two other properties are also listed as uninhabited
1886-7 Valuation Roll
Archibald McIntyre paid a yearly rent of £3 for his house and Hugh Cameron paid £9 for his
„Ferry House‟. Both these properties appear to be sublet from James Pender of Bannachrie and
owned by Luss Estates.
„Morlaggan Cottage‟ and „Lochview‟ owned by Alexander Browning of Paisley, respectively
valued at £30 and £20.
1890 Commencement of the construction of the West Highland Railway.
In the same year, Charles Carlton and a colleague were charged with assaulting Thomas Sloan
(aged 37) a railway labourer based at Morlaggan. They also were charged with stealing 3/-, a
knife, a belt, suspenders, trousers, boots and socks and also breaking into Invereoch House and
stealing 20 lb butter and 2 towels. A „Thomas Slone‟ is recorded as boarding at Railway Hut
No.108 in the 1891 Census.
1891 Census

„High Morelaggan Cottage‟
1) Archibald MacIntyre 76 (retired mason) with wife Margaret 67, son John 27 (constable), and
Margaret 20 (scholar), grandson Roderick MacIntyre-Duncan 5 and three boarders (possibly
railway workers).
„Ferry House‟
Hugh Cameron 70 (crofter) with wife Catherine 67, son John 29 (fisherman) and daughter-in-law
Jane 28.
„Lochview‟ Uninhabited
„Morelaggan Cottage‟ Uninhabited
Two railways huts are also listed at Morlaggan, these no doubt housing the workers constructing
the railway.
Railway Hut No.107
John MacLean 53 (railway foreman) with wife Euphemia 52, son Neil 13 (scholar) and daughter
Janet 11 (scholar) along with 29 boarders.
Railway Hut No.108
James Campbell ? (unemployed upholsterer) with wife Jane 49, daughters Catherine 27
(unemployed linen weaver), -nghina 20 (unemployed dye worker) and Margaret 14 (scholar) and
sons John 17 (railway labourer), William 12 (scholar), Harry 10 (scholar) and Thomas 7 (scholar)
along with 31 boarders (plus 1 visitor).
1894 The West Highland Railway is opened.
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1895-96 Valuation Roll
There appear to be two inhabited houses at High Morlaggan, one by Archibald McIntyre and
the other by Miss Mary McIntyre, valued at £2 each.
Two houses are listed at „Murlaggan Ferry‟ these occupied by Hugh and John Cameron and
appear to be sublet from Robert MacFarlane, a farmer at Tullich.
Five properties are listed at „Lochview‟ and‟ Murlaggan‟ owned by Alexander Browning, these
respectively valued at £21 and £24.
1901 Census
„High Morlaggan Cottage‟
Margaret Campbell-MacIntyre 75 (widow annuitant) with grandson Roderick Duncan 15 (general
labourer)
„Morlaggan Ferry House‟
John Cameron 38 (fisherman) with wife Jane 38 and son Cecil McIntosh Cameron 6 (scholar).
„Railway Cottage‟
Henry Scobie 37 (railway platelayer) with wife Eliza 36, daughters Elizabeth 10 (scholar), Jessie 8
(scholar) and Jane 5 (scholar) and sons Henry 3 and James 1, along with boarder Peter MacIntyre
55 (platelayer).
„Lochview‟ uninhabited
„Morelaggan Cottage
Alexander Browning 85 (retired cartwright) with wife Ewina Watson Browning 84 and Ewan
Campbell (servant).
1905-1906 Valuation Roll
This lists John Cameron as still at „Murlaggan Ferry‟ (valued £10), the properties at Lochview
and Morlaggan now owned by Harvey Wesley Stokes.
1910-11 Inland Revenue Field Book
No mention is now made of „High Morlaggan‟
No 39 ‘Muirlaggan Ferry’ Arrochar

Description: Cottage, garden and land
3.00 acres
Occupier: John Cameron
Tenant: John Cameron
Owner: Trustees of late Sir Alan Colquhoun
Yearly tenancy: £10
No.183 „Morelaggan and Lochview‟, near Arrochar
Description: A cottage, wooden house and ground
Title area: 1 acre
Rent £48
Occupier: W B McMillan and others
Owner: Harvey Wellesley Stokes
Feu duty: £7
Former sales: Dates: 1902; Consideration £475
Particulars: A property consisting of a cottage and wood dwelling house.

9

Cottage: and floor 4 rooms and kitchen, and scullery and on attics 3 small rooms, kitchen and
scullery. Wood porch and small greenhouse.
Main building 1 sty and attics, stone, slated and in poor repair. Wood bldgs contain on g fl a 2rm
and kitchen and on 1st floor 2 rooms and kitchen, includes attics.
Main building 21/2 sty, wood and slated, poor repair. Garden ground neglected and property
poor.
Gross value £530
Structures £390
Site value £140
1913-1916
Roderick Campbell is recorded at High Morlaggan in the Helensburgh Directory for 1913-14
Donald Grant is recorded at High Morlaggan in the Helensburgh Directory for 1915-16

3.1.2 Cartographic Evidence
c.1590 The site is depicted on Timothy Pont‟s manuscript map and depicted as 'Murlagan' lying
north of the settlement of „Gortann‟.

Figure 5: Timothy Pont‟s Map showing „Murlagan‟
1745 On William Edgar's map of the new „Kings Road‟, 'Mure-lagan' is marked on and lying
south of „New-Tarbert‟, „Arreach‟, „Ardmay‟ and „Tyna-larach‟.
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1750 On General Roy's map, 'Murlichan' is marked as lying south of the same settlements named
on Edgar‟s map and lying north of „Gortons‟.

Figure 6: General Roy‟s Map
1773 'Muirlagan' marked on Kitchen's map.
1777 On Charles Ross's map, a road is marked running south along Loch Long from „New
Tarbert‟, „Errocer Church‟, „ Tynalarrach‟ and Ardmay to north of „Gortan‟, Morlaggan is not
depicted.
1802 George Langland's map depicts 'Marlacan' with the road running north along Loch Long
past „Ardroy‟, the „Manse‟, the „Kirk‟ to „Arachor‟.
1818 John Wood's map marks 'Morelaggan Toll' beside road.
1860 The 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map depicts 5 roofed buildings at „High Morlaggan‟
around which lie three walled enclosures and a head dyke. A track is shown winding down from
this group of buildings to another roofed structure lying by the loch side road. A „Well‟ is
marked lying across the road to the west of this structure. A group of three buildings along with
a summer house are shown situated at „Morlaggan‟, these set within a walled enclosure by the
loch side road at the SW. Another roofed structure is shown lying to the south of „Morlaggan‟
along with two jetties situated along the loch side.
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Figure 7: 1st Edition Ordnance Survey
1896 By the time of the 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey map little has changed to the layout of
either High Morlaggan or Morlaggan. The major change to the landscape at this time was the
addition of the West Highland Railway line (started in 1890) situated to the west of the
settlements.
Morlaggan and Drink
A tradition of drink appears to be associated with the Morlaggan inhabitants. In the 1841
census, a Peter MacFarlane is listed as a spirit dealer, although it‟s not certain whether he
occupied a property on the Loch Long road or at High Morlaggan. Until 1853 tollkeepers were
allowed to sell drink, although the Morlaggan Toll had become redundant in 1829. An article in
the Lennox Herald (dated 11th November 1899) recounts a story from earlier in the century
whereby a revenue officer (exciseman or „gauger‟) and 2 assistants were stationed at Arrochar.
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One of the reasons for their presence was to prevent the „shebeening‟ (illicit distilling) activities
of the locals.
False or misleading information appeared to be continually coming from a „High Morligan‟
source. On investigation of the informant‟s house the excisemen found an illicit still, its smoke
disguised through a culvert leading into the kitchen chimney. A tale is also told of Dr John
Macfarlane who was minister of the parish (1844-68). The story tells of an exciseman who had
been sent from Glasgow to the parish to act on information the authorities had received about a
man in Morlaggan who was just about to commence a „brew‟. New to the district the exciseman
thought he might safely rely upon the minister for help and guidance. The minister proceeded to
offer the exciseman some refreshments before he proceeded on his journey to Morelaggan,
which was some miles further down Loch Long. In the meantime, the old doctor passed the
word to his housekeeper, and immediately a swift messenger was despatched to Morelaggan to
warn old MacIntyre that the gauger was coming, and by the time that the refreshed exciseman
reached the house there was nothing of a questionable or lawless nature to be seen.
A similar story concerns the previous minister of Arrochar, Peter Proudfoot (1817-43) although
this time the story is set at Glenmallon and the „sma still‟ belongs to a Peter MacGregor.Earlier
in 1744 on Loch Lomondside, another Arrochar minister Dr John Stuart is said to have
prevented two „gaugers‟ from catching smugglers in the act by use of „the „black art‟. He delayed
them by placing his staff across the road in front of them and by making mysterious signs made
them stand where they were until he came back. He then hurried back and warned his
parishioner, who immediately cleared the coast of all questionable gear.
3.1.3 The Bigger Picture
The earliest history of the Morlaggan would appear to be linked to the fortunes of the
MacFarlanes of Arrochar, the dominant clan/family in the area. The clan, as with others in the
area, has a turbulent and colourful history. We know there was a Robert McFarlane as tenant of
„Murlagan‟ in 1706-1708 and it is likely that others of that name were present in earlier times at
Morlaggan. It is then possible that a few of the tacksmen and tenants inhabiting Morlaggan and
the other MacFarlane Arrochar lands, would have been caught up in, if not actively involved in,
many of the more colourful events of the clan history.
Clan MacFarlane claims its descent from the original line of the Earls of Lennox, through
Gilchrist, brother of Maol Domhnaich, Earl of Lennox, who received in charter, “de terris de
superiori Arrochar de Luss”, the lands of Arrochar, which the MacFarlanes held for centuries
until the death of the last chief. Gilchrist‟s son, Duncan, also obtained charters for his lands
from the Earl of Lennox, and appears in the Ragman Rolls as “Dunkan Makilcrift de
Leuenaghes” (Duncan son of Gilchrist of Lennox). Duncan‟s grandson was Parlan (or Bartholomew),
from whom the clan takes its name. Malcolm MacFarlane, the son of Parlan, was confirmed the
lands of Arrochar and others, and “hence Malcolm may be considered as the real founder of the
clan”. Malcolm, in turn, was succeeded by his son, Duncan, who obtained by charter, the lands
of Arrochar, dated in 1395 at Inchmurrin. Duncan seems to have married Christian, daughter of
Sir Colin Campbell of Loch Awe, as stated in a charter of confirmation by Donnchadh, Earl of
Lennox, also dated in 1395. Iain MacPharlain, in 1420, received confirmation to his lands of
Arrochar. Thereafter, the clan participates in some local and national matters of which a few are
listed below:
1314 Battle of Bannockburn. The Clan MacFarlane under the banner of the Earl of Lennox
supported the Bruce and was present at the Battle of Bannockburn.
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1468 Battle of Stale. A joint force of the MacDougalls and MacFarlanes were defeated by the
combined forces of Stewarts, MacLarens and their allies, the latter defending Dugald, Chief of
Appin, son of John Stewart, Lord of Lorn and Innermeath.
1488 Battle of Sauchieburn. It is likely that Walter the ninth Macfarlane chief lost his life at the
battle of Sauchieburn along with King James III. The battle took place near Stirling where the
King fought against a force of disaffected nobles led by the King‟s son, who subsequently
became James IV.
1513 Battle of Flodden. Sir John MacFarlane the 11th clan chief (and no doubt some of his
followers) was killed at Flodden.
1544 Battle of Glasgow Muir. In 1544, father of Henry Darnley, the husband of Mary, Queen of
Scots, took up arms to oppose the Regent Arran and the catholic party. Duncan MacFarlane
appears to have been a steady supporter of Matthew Stewart, 4th Earl of Lennox who also took
up arms against the Regent. With three hundred men, he joined Lennox and Glencairn at the
Battle of Glasgow Muir, where they were defeated. Duncan suffered forfeiture, the loss of his
lands.
The same Duncan is named in an indictment of 1544
„That Duncan MacFarlane of Arrochar, Andrew MacFarlane, Robert MacFarlane, and Duncan Mac-Farlane,
his fader, brether (father and father's brothers), Ewer Campbell of Strachur, James Stewart, son to Walter
Stevart in Balquidder, and certain others, great thieves, limmers, robbers, common sorners upon our lieges,
throatcutters, murderers, slayers of men, women, and children (the usual general indictment), and their accomplices,
to the number of six hundred men, and more, came to the said John's lands and place of Rossdhu, and lands and
barony of Luss, and there cruelly slew and murdered nine of his poor tenants in their beds, and harried his whole
country, both himself and his poor men, as well as all in sight, goods within house, as of black cattle, sheep, and
other beasts, late in the month of December, and daily pursued in plain reiff and sorning upon the poor lieges of
our realm, and are gathered to them many thieves and limmers intending to harry the whole country to Glasgow
and Stirling, if they be not resisted, in high contempt of our authority and law.‟
1547 Battle of Pinkie Cleugh. The 13th chief, Duncan MacFarlane, fought for Mary Queen of
Scots at the battle of Pinkie September, 1547, where he, his brother and a great number of the
clan lost their lives.
1568 Battle of Langside . The clan, led by Duncan‟s son, Andrew, fought under the Regent
James Stewart, 1st Earl of Moray, against the forces of Mary Queen of Scots, at the battle of
Langside, where the Queen was defeated. The MacFarlane‟s part in the battle was described by
Holinshed:
“In this battayle the vaiancie of an Hie-land gentle-man named M‟Farlane, stood the Regent‟s part in great
steede; for in the hottest brunte of the fight, he came in with three hundred of hus friends and countrymen, and so
manfully gave in upon the flanke of the queen‟s people, that there was great cause of the disordering of them”.
1592 The murder of Sir Humphry Colquhoun. One of the more infamous incidents involving the
MacFarlanes was the killing of Sir Humphrey Colquhoun of Luss. There are many variations of
this story, but common to them all is that Sir Humphrey appears to have been having an affair
with the wife of MacFarlane of Arrochar. The aggrieved MacFarlane and some of his Macgregor
neighbours trapped Sir Humphrey in his stronghold Bannachra, but was ousted and shot with an
arrow, beheaded and mutilated. The even darker versions of the story also have his privates
served to MacFarlane‟s wife on a plate and Sir Humphrey‟s daughter molested.
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1594 The clan was denounced by the Government as having committed theft, robbery, and
oppression.
1603 Battle of Glen Fruin. Some members of the clan took part in a foray by the MacGregor‟s
against the Colqhuon‟s of Luss, who they defeated at the battle of Glen Fruin.
1645 Civil War and the Battle of Inverlochy. During the Scottish Civil War, the MacFarlanes
were Royalists and they joined the Marquess of Montrose in support of King Charles I. They
participated in the victory at Inverlochy against the Duke of Argyll in 1645. Walter of Arrochar
was fined 3000 marks for joining Montrose, and his castle at Inveruglas was twice besieged, and
finally burned to the ground by the soldiers of Cromwell.
1659 Parish of Arrochar disjoined from Luss. On the 25th of January, 1659, two instruments of
law were signed by which the Parish of Arroquhar came into being. Sir John Colquhoun of Luss
subscribed to a bond, whereby he agreed to denude himself of the sum of 400 merks yearly,
payable by the Laird of Macfarlane for the tithes of his lands of Arroquhar, and 15 bolls teind
meal, payable forth of the lands of Arroquhar belonging to Walter Macfarlane of Gartartan
(Stuckgown) in favour of the Minister of Tarbet and his successors in all time coming, and to be
uplifted by the first minister after his entry to the ministry of Tarbet. On the same date John
Macfarlane, fiar of Arroquhar and Laird of Macfarlane, granted a bond, binding himself to „cause,
begin, finish and perfect the building of a new Kirk with a manse for the minister of Tarbet, and also give and
mortify a competent glebe, under the pain of 3,000 merks Scots to be uplifted by the Presbytery of Dumbarton and
employed by them for pious uses within the said lands of Arroquhar.‟
1679 Battle of Bothwell Brig. The MacFarlane‟s formed part of the Duke of Monmouth‟s army,
and MacFarlane clansmen played a leading part in the Battle of Bothwell Brig. The story of their
prowess is told by Sir Walter Scott in „Old Mortality‟. The defence made by the Covenanters was
so prolonged, and so obstinate, that the royalist generals began to fear that it might be successful.
While Monmouth threw himself from his horse to rally the foot guards, Dalziel put himself at
the head of a body of Lennox Highlanders – the men of the Clan Macfarlane, who rushed
forward with their tremendous war cry „Loch Sloy‟, and forced the passage of the bridge.
1688 John MacFarlane, the 19th chief declared for William and Mary and offered to raise troops
against the Jacobite rising led by the Marquis of Dundee.
1715-1745 The Jacobite uprisings. The 20th chief, Walter MacFarlane, was a scholar and historian
and spent much of his life in Edinburgh. He was an ardent Whig and this perhaps explains the
MacFarlanes lack of support for James VII or his son, Prince Charles.
3.1.4 Aerial Photographs
Three black and white prints are available for the site, these dated 1946, 1956 and 1960. The
images show the major structures and enclosing dykes of the settlement. A relatively large area
of rig and furrow can be seen on a terrace below the site at the north west. Secondary
enclosure systems can also be seen attached to the „head dyke‟ at the east, these truncated by
the West Highland Railway cutting. There is also the possibility of a second track running
north east from the main track leading up to the site from the roadside.
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Figure 8: Aerial Photograph 1960

Figure 9: Postcard showing High Morlaggan
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3.1.5 Other Photographs and Pictures
Two postcard photographs exist of the site, neither of these are precisely dated, but the earlier
appears to date to c.1900 and the later to the 1950s or 1960s. The earlier photograph shows the
site near the end of its occupation and corresponds well with the remains that can still be discerned
on the ground. Four buildings or parts of buildings appear roofed. Structure 1 has a pitched
thatch roof while Structure 2 appears to have a lean-to or shed built in the eastern end of an
otherwise ruined building. Structure 3 also has a pitched thatch roof, as does Structure 5 whose
roof can be seen at the bottom right of the photo. The later photograph appears to show
Structure 2 that still has an extant gable end at the west.
The site was also painted by the artist Waller Hugh Paton in 1876, although his rendition of the site
is highly romanticised, depicting whitewashed thatched cottages set amid towering rock outcrops
while a woman is bringing home fuel for the fire.

„Upper Morelaggan‟ by Walter Hugh Paton 1876
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Table 1: Historic Names

Surveying the Site
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3.2. Survey Results
A survey of the site was undertaken by members of the High Morlaggan Project as part of the
Scotland‟s Rural Past Project. An EDM survey was also undertaken during the excavation and those
results were incorporated within Figure 3 below.
The remains of four or five buildings are situated on a WNW facing slope about 200m inland and at
an altitude of around 75m above the E shore of Loch Long, about 2.5 km south of the village of
Arrochar. They are backed by a row of crags and surrounded by a head dyke. All the buildings are
of drystone construction and none have evidence of fireplaces. The remains of virtually all walls are
below window height. Three of the buildings are associated with enclosed garden plots, some of
which have been terraced. There are numerous clearance cairns and evidence of rig and furrow on
the hillside below the buildings, within the head dyke, as well as small, terraced areas at the bottom of
the slope, close to the loch. The total area of the terraced areas, (including rig and furrow, and
clearance cairns, excluding the garden plots associated with the buildings), is approximately 1 hectare.

Structure 1

Structures 1 north end
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Structure 1: This building measured 7.2m by 5.0m externally and was orientated SSW-NNE with a
doorway facing WNW. There appears to be a cobbled area outside the doorway. Its external walls
were about 0.7m thick and there is evidence of cement rendering on the outside of the walls. There
is a small rectangular addition, Structure 1a, on the outside of the NNE wall measuring 1.8m by
2.8m. Attached to the SSW wall is an irregular, roughly circular, enclosure that encompasses large
natural boulders in its circuit. It encloses a terraced plot measuring 22m-26m in width (approx. 95 sq.
m).

Structure 2
Structure 2: This rectangular building measured 14.6m by 5.6m externally and was orientated WNWESE, with two possible entrances on the NNE side. The external walls are about 0.8m thick. There
is a low, internal partition wall across the width of the building dividing the building into two rooms.
The E room measured 5.8m by 4.4m internally and appeared to have a doorway in its SE corner (this
now blocked).

Blocked doorway

20

Another door is likely to have existed in the N wall but due to later robbing its original dimensions
could not now be identified with confidence. The presence of two alcoves set within the E gable end
of the room also suggests this end of the structure was the principal occupied space in the building.
If so it is possible that the larger W room of the structure was a byre. A rectangular later addition
had been constructed in the SE corner of Structure 2, the walls of this measuring 0.90m in visible
height in 6 courses and was 0.65m wide. It was constructed in drystone rubble and had an entrance
(0.80m wide) at the NE. An irregular, roughly circular, terraced plot about 20m-28m diameter
surrounded by a low wall is located 3m WNW of the building.
Structure 3: This rectangular structure measured 11.0m by 5.5m externally and is orientated N-S,
with a doorway at the SE and a possible window in the NE wall. Its external walls are about 0.80m
thick and stood to a visible height of 1.90m. The building has been extensively robbed especially at
the W end.

Structure 3 looking east

Structure 3 western modification
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The remaining structure at the E end of the original building appears to be a later modification. This
room or space measured 4.3m by 3.0m internally and was created by the construction of a dividing
wall with a narrowing of the original entrance at the S side. An aperture was built into this dividing
wall and this may represent a drain outlet into the lower W side of the building. The latest addition
to the building was a roughly constructed internal partition wall in the SE corner of the structure
measuring 1.0m by 1.6 m, this likely a twinning pen..
Structure 4: This slightly irregularly shaped building measured 4.0m by 3.8m externally and was
orientated N-S. The stone work is of poorer quality, compared with other buildings and the ESE
wall is slightly longer than the opposite WNW wall, with corners not at right angles. The walls are
about 0.6m thick. There is an entrance in the SSW corner.

Structure 4

Structure 5

22

Structure 5: This almost square building measured 5.8m by 5.8m externally, and was orientated N-S
with an entrance in the W wall and a possible window in the S wall. The external walls are about
0.7m thick. A small rectangular structure, Structure 5a, approx 1.4m by 4.0 m lies outside the N wall.
A roughly rectangular plot bordered by a stone wall surrounds the building, joined to the NE and SW
corners, with an entrance to the W, adjacent to the building. The plot (including the house) measured
about 19m by 14m (approx. 260sqm. and its enclosing wall incorporates some large, natural boulders.
Part of the wall surrounding this plot has a more regular appearance, with a squared corner to the
SW, than the other plots and there is evidence of a possibly earlier plot to the N of the building.
There is a wall abutting the outside of the building enclosing the area. Part of the wall is straight with
right-angled corners; the remainder is curved, and includes large, natural boulders.
Head Dyke: The head dyke runs from NN 2750 0137 to NN 2769 0182 and incorporates numerous
natural boulders along the stretch NW of the main group of buildings.
There is no notable water source in the immediate vicinity of the structures. The nearest visible
water sources are around 65m NNW or around 80m WNW. Several rows of hawthorns and a
pollarded rowan grow close to the buildings. The remains of two further buildings have been
identified during the survey, the first located at the SW limit of the head dyke, and the second around
50m W of the main group of buildings, situated between these and the loch.

Electronics don‟t like rain
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Figure 10: Plan of High Morlaggan and Excavation Trenches
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3.3 Excavation Results
The excavation took place over two weeks in November 2009 and the site code used was MOR 09.
The weather conditions merit some mention as the dig coincided with one of the wettest recorded
spells in Argyll, basically it rained every day (sometimes all day). This somewhat hampered the onsite excavation process so it is remarkable, and a testament to the keenness of the volunteers, that we
managed to excavate as much as we did.
The main excavation concentrated on two areas, Trenches 1 and 2, respectively based around
Structures 2 and 3 Topsoil was also investigated in two other areas which formed the basis of the
young archaeologist trenches, these numbered Trenches 3 and 4. The numbers in brackets i.e. [023],
refer to individual contexts, these being individual entities walls, layers etc that were recorded during
the excavation. A full description of these can be found in the excavation Data structure Report
(Regan 2010)

Structure 2 after vegetation clearance
Trench 1, Structure 2.
Structure 2 was a rectangular E/W orientated building identified during previous survey work (see
Appendix 5 below). The walls [025], [028], [029] and [030], [032] respectively formed the E, N, S and
W sides of the building. The building was divided into two rooms by a partition wall [031] (Figure 4).
The E room measured 5.8m by 4.4m internally and appeared to have a doorway in its SE corner (this
now blocked). Another door is likely to have existed in the N wall but due to later robbing its
original dimensions could not now be identified with confidence. The presence of two alcoves, [026]
and [027], set within the E gable end of the room also suggests this end of the structure was the
principal occupied space in the building. If so it is possible that the larger W room (measuring 7m by
4.5m internally) was a byre. This however still awaits confirmation as the floor within the building
was only revealed within a small sondage to the SE of the room (see below).
Only a small part of the original occupation surfaces of the structure were exposed during the
excavation. Within the E room a floor level was partially revealed, this consisting of flagstones [033]
and mixed gravel and clay [034]. The flags formed a rough rectangular setting and although there
was no obvious trace of burning, for example reddening of the upper surface, it is likely they
provided the basis for the hearth.
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Figure 11: Trench 1 Structure 2
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This surface relates to the last use of the building as a dwelling, and shows signs of disturbance and
repair, so it is possible earlier phases floor will be revealed below. Within the W room possible floor
surfaces were exposed within the entranceway and within a small sondage at the SE of the room
indicating a possible much disturbed upper surface. The exposure however was too limited to be
sure whether this horizon represented a floor itself or deposits lying directly above a floor. To the N
of the structure, a well built external cobbled surface was also partially exposed, the wear on the
upper stone surface suggesting long use.
The building would then appear to have gone out of use, the stones from its walls being partially
robbed especially along the longer sides and from the internal partition wall, these appearing much
reduced from what would have been their original height. The building was then modified with the
addition of a small rectangular structure [032] within the original SE corner, the doorway at the SE
probably blocked at this time. This building is shown with a sloping thatched roof on an 1890-1900
postcard, although what material was used in the thatch is not clear. It is not yet known what this
structure was used for, although a small storehouse or animal pen are likely possibilities. Later
additions (after the original building had gone out of use) were a row of copping stones [036] to add
height to the (now reduced) dividing wall [031] and large boulders placed along the original N wall of
the W room with the same effect of raising its height. Why the walls needed to be raised is not clear,
although the area now appears to have been utilised as a midden, given the amount of artefacts
recovered from the deposits filling this room/space. The artefacts included pottery, tools, glass
vessels and leather objects (old shoes in particular) and these are likely to have come from the
inhabitants of Structure 1 at the S, this likely the last occupied building within the settlement.
Eventually the settlement was entirely abandoned and the gable ends of the structure and the small
rectangular structure were left to decline
The building would appear to have gone out of use after 1860 when it was shown as roofed on the
Ordnance Survey map and before 1890-1900, when it was photographed in its ruined but modified
state. The gable ends of the building would appear to have stood until the 1950‟s or 60‟s when the
structure was again photographed, this showing the gable ends standing.

Structure 2 Excavated Building
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Figure 12: Trench 2, Structures 3 and 4
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Trench 3 Excavated building
Trench 2, Structure 3.
Structure 3 was rectangular and similarly orientated E/W as Structure 2 (Figure 5). The walls [010],
[011], [012] and [037] respectively formed the E, N, S and W sides of the building.
The W end of the building had been severely robbed in the past and/or had collapsed to the W.
Only the basal stones of the NW corner survive and are identifiable at the W of the trench. Beyond
it to the W was a compacted layer of rubble. Without further excavation it is difficult to be sure what
this rubble represents but may be the original collapse of the W gable end of the structure. No
formal floor was identified within the trench although gravel silt deposit [020] may actually represent
the original floor surface. If so, and with little trace of a hearth or internal features, this part of the
building is unlikely to have been occupied as the living space.
The building appears to have been divided at some later stage by wall [015]. However, without full
excavation of the rubble collapse sealing the lower W side of the wall, when this wall was inserted
(whether before or after the robbing of the N and S walls) is not clear. The room or space created by
the construction of the dividing wall measured 4.3m by 3m internally and had a modified doorway in
its S side, with a window on the N side. An aperture was also built into wall [015] and this may
represent a drain outlet into the lower W side of the building. If a drain, then its presence possibly
suggests a byre building although a relatively small one. As mentioned above the W end of the
structure was extensively robbed, only the basal stones of the W gable surviving. A heaped arc of
small stones [017] overlay the robbed gable and this likely represents the discard from this robbing
process, with only the larger stones taken and reused. If dividing wall [015] proves a later addition
then it is possible that the stones were reused in its construction. On a postcard of 1890-1900, this E
part of the structure is shown with a pitched thatch roof. After this period the building declined with
the partial collapse/demolition of the structure.
The latest addition to the building was a roughly constructed internal partition wall [014] in the SE
corner of the structure measuring 1.0m by 1.6 m, this likely a twinning pen..
Excavation of the area between Structure 3 and 4 suggested this area was used as a midden within the
later settlement, this recorded as deposit [002].
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The plan of Structure 4 and the later E alteration of Structure 3 roughly correspond to the
arrangement of buildings depicted on the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey of 1860. If this is to be
trusted then it suggests the robbed long building predates this depiction and was likely abandoned by
this time.
Trench 3
This trench was opened within Enclosure 3 to test the soil accumulation within this presumed
„kailyard‟. The Trench unfortunately filled up at an early date with rain water and had to be
abandoned. Prior to this we were able to establish that there was an accumulation of up to 15cm of
dark grey humic silt, containing pottery and glass fragments, suggesting the spreading of midden
material over the area. Beneath this however was more compact browner sandy soil, possibly
indicating this was once utilised as a surface. Continued water accumulation (rain) however
prevented us from testing this hypothesis.
Trench 4
Due to the water problems within Trench 3 the young archaeologists were asked to clear the scrub
and topsoil from an area within a dip or sunken area to the SE of Enclosure 3. The „dip‟ was also
respected by a distinct curve within the enclosure wall circuit, raising the possibility of a well or
spring. Removal of the topsoil revealed a spread of rubble, some of which likely derived from the
curving enclosure wall. The presence or absence of a well or spring was not established.

Looking for „Treasure‟ in Trench 4
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3.4. The Artefacts
The majority of finds recovered from the excavation consisted of pottery and glass fragments, with
lesser quantities of metal objects, leather and rare bone.
Pottery
Just over 2,600 sherds of pottery were recovered from the excavation. The majority came from
midden contexts of material dumped over Structures 2 and 3 after their abandonment. Various
pottery types and forms were present and more work needs to be completed on this relatively large
assemblage. The vast majority of the pottery dates from the 1860s until the early 20th century
although a few earlier sherds were also present. Below is a summary of the brief study of the pottery
undertaken by George Haggarty a Research Fellow at the National Museum of Scotland and an
expert on Scottish pottery.
Glazed white earthenware
The majority of the pottery (2,167 sherds) is represented by glazed white earthenware most likely
deriving from the Clydeside industrial potteries. The majority of these sherds (1,224) displayed
some signs of decoration these mostly sponge decorated or transfer printed wares. Scottish
spongeware was a robust, practical pottery made for everyday household use in city homes,
farmhouses and crofts and was in common use from the 1850s to the 1920s.

Some Sponge decorated wares
Transfer-printed wares had become common by c.1790 and by c 1800 had become relativity
inexpensive. Numerous types of vessel appear to be present including plates, dishes, chamber
pots, jars, bowls and cups. Few makers‟ marks or back-stamps were present, but those identifiable
were „Cochran & Co‟ - Robert Cochran of the Britannia Pottery, Glasgow (c.1846-1921), „C.P Co‟ Campbellfield Pottery Glasgow (c.1850-1905), „JB‟ Bell‟s - Glasgow Pottery (c.1842-1928), the Cyde
Pottery, Glasgow c.1850-1903 and „I & Co‟ possibly Millar‟s North British pottery Glasgow
(c.1869-75). Several registered designs were also recognised, from the Britannia Pottery were
„Bullfinch‟ and „Syria‟, from the Clyde Pottery was „Grecian‟ and from JB Bells „Italian Lakes‟.
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Transfer printed „Syria‟ design
Also present were sherds of a child‟s plate, these especially produced and purchased for children
and part of a plate with a political message „The Queen, constitution liberty and reform‟ c.1840.
In lesser quantities and possibly earlier in date than the bulk of the pottery were some thinner
bodied banded wares and a few fragments of Pratt and Pearl ware, the latter possibly dating to the
early 19th century.

Banded wares
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Pearlware
Redware
139 redware sherds were present most with internal and external (lead) glaze and some with
internal white slip trail decoration. The horticultural redware comprised of 31 fragments,
consisting mainly of flower pots with one drain fragment. Coarse, industrially produced, Scottish
redware was produced from c 1750 and later industrial refined redware from c.1775. Both of these
were rare at first, but were produced in quantity by 1780 and had fairly widespread distribution
These were especially for kitchen use. Forms include dairy bowls and crocks although a few other
forms may be present.

Glazed redware
Rockingham glazed sherds
The 167 Rockingham type glazed sherds appear to represent mainly teapots, these with distinctive
moulded covers, spouts and handles. The remains of at least 7 teapots were present and all appear
to derive from the Belfield pottery of Prestonpans near Edinburgh (c.1835-c.1935), with back
stamps on two teapot bases. Recognisable patterns are the „Edinburgh‟ and „Nightingale‟ designs
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Fragments of Rockingham ware teapots
Salt glazed stoneware
Only 48 fragments of stoneware were recovered and possibly represent storage vessels most
probably used for foodstuffs or drinks.
Glass
As with the pottery the bulk of the glass recovered (541 fragments)come from midden deposits and
mainly represented bottles and phials, and window and lantern glass. Most of the glass is white or
green coloured, with a few vessels of pink, blue and yellow glass.
Iron Objects
All the iron objects recovered were badly corroded making it difficult to identify some of the objects
with any degree of certainty. Amongst the immediately identifiable objects were cauldron or iron
vessel fragments, a possible cauldron lid, a decorated fire grate, barrel staves, a chain and a complete
lock mechanism. Some tools were also identifiable, amongst these were a possible axe head or
wedge, a hay fork, a cold chisel and a possible rope hook. Smaller items included nails, a ring and
hinges of various sizes.
Copper Alloy Objects
These included the mechanism from an oil or paraffin lamp, part of a serrated wheel from a clock
mechanism, a button, a possible bellows end, a small corroded box and a buckle (possibly a horse
fitting).
Lead Objects
A piece of folded lead was recovered although its use is as yet unknown.
Bone
Little bone was recovered from the site although the recovery of an unburnt fragment suggests
unusual preservation within the generally acidic soils encountered on most Highland sites which
tends to degrade any bone or bone objects.
Worked Stone Artefacts
Several worked stone artefacts were recovered from the site. Amongst these were a hone or
whetstone, a broken rotary quern and a stone with hollows pecked on two opposing sides, this
possibly a pivot stone for a door post. Three worked slate fragments were also recovered. These are
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likely to be fragments of slate writing tablets, two have bare incised lines while one also has possible
scratched practice letters. A fragment of a graphite pencil was also recovered.
One piece of worked flint was recovered. As it does not appear to be a typical strike a light or a gun
flint then it may represent earlier activity on the site albeit mixed within later deposits. A second
piece of flint was also recovered although this does not appear to have been worked.
Leather
The damp humic soil particularly within structure 2were obviously conducive to the preservation of
leather objects, the majority of these appearing to be the remains of shoes or boots.
Clay Tobacco Pipes
Eleven fragments of clay tobacco pipes were recovered, these representing both stems and bowls, a
complete bowl was recovered from [022] this with oak leaved decoration. No makers‟ stamps were
recognisable although places of manufacture were in evidence with „GLAS..(gow)‟ and „GREENOCK‟
stamps apparent on two of the stems.
Slag
Metal slag had been dumped within midden material [005] suggesting some form of metal working
having taken place on site.

4. Conclusion
The excavation at High Morlaggan has shed light on the later stages of the site‟s history and of those
who lived there. The excavation confirmed the presence of two long structures within the
settlement. The excavation has also shown that these buildings were much altered in the later period,
with extensive robbing and internal modification. One building (Structure 2) appears to be a byre
building, with people occupying one side of the structure and animals the other. This is indicated by
an internal wall with a floor and possible hearth in one end of the divided structure. Structure 2 is
depicted as still roofed in 1890 but may have been abandoned by the early 1900s when it is shown as
partially demolished in a photograph of that period. The function of the second excavated building
(Structure 3) is less clear and more work needs to done to establish this. If the First Edition
Ordnance Survey is to be taken at face value then it appears that Structure 3 had been abandoned as
a long building by 1860 (when the map was surveyed) and modified or reduced in size with a smaller
building occupying its eastern end. The bulk of the recovered artefacts appear to belong to the later
occupation of the site, most of the pottery dating from around the 1860s onwards. Earlier
occupation activity is perhaps seen with the recovery of a few sherds of pottery which may date to
the early 19th century. Another indication of the presence of earlier occupation can perhaps be seen
to the south of Structure 3. Here there can be discerned a rectangular platform, the south eastern
part now occupied by Structure 4, and it‟s possible this is an earlier building platform The northern
wall of Structure 4 also appears to be of a different build to the rest of the walls and it‟s possible this
also represents an earlier building phase.
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